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Idealpos 6.0 New Features 

Introduction 

Introducing the new Idealpos 6.0 Point of Sale Software by Idealpos Solutions 
 
Idealpos version 6.0 includes several enhancements with the introduction of an SQL Transactional Database, 
Graphical Dashboard, Programmable Shortcut Menus, POS Terminal Messaging and more. 
 
The most important enhancement to version 6.0 compared to previous versions of Ideal POS System is the 
introduction of a Microsoft SQL Transactional Database. Idealpos version 6.0 demonstrates the move towards new 
technologies to ensure our Customers do not end up with a “DOS” style of product in the future. The Microsoft SQL 
Database is a dependable, robust and large capacity database engine that stores months if not years of sales, stock 
and product related POS information. 
  
All versions of Idealpos prior to version 6.0 stored all Transactional data in a Microsoft Jet Database Engine (also 
commonly referred to as a Microsoft Access Database). In Ideal POS System version 5.5 we introduced a Microsoft 
SQL 2005 Express Database to work with IPS Client, the application designed to transmit data between other POS 
Terminals. This was the first MS SQL Database to be introduced to the Idealpos suite of databases, and it soon 
proved to be a significant improvement to the performance and reliability of the software. For our customers 
running 10 or more POS Terminals, we recognized the need to introduce a database that was capable of storing 
much more data than the 2GB limit of an MS Access Database, particularly when customers required their Point of 
Sale software to store more information than ever before. 
 
Idealpos 6.0 now stores approximately 40% of all the Transactional data in a MS SQL 2008 R2 Express database. As a 
standard feature, this type of database can store up to 10GB of data, and it is free to use. Those customers who 
require more storage capacity can choose to upgrade to a paid version of MS SQL 2008 R2. More details can be 
found at http://www.microsoft.com/sqlserver/2008/en/us/. 
 
The other 60% of Transactional data (all sales Transactions, Journal History etc) remain in the MS Access Database. 
Clients can still perform Archives on the Sales Transaction Data as in previous versions of Idealpos, and it is now 
possible to keep much more data in the Access database since there is more available space! 

 
Aside from the new Database technology in 
Idealpos version 6.0, the most noticeable 
visual change is the Dashboard and 
Programmable Shortcut Bar. The graphical 
Dashboard can be viewed on the back-office 
computer and will show two Graphs.  
 
The Pie Graph can be set to show 
department, tender, location, clerk, pos 
terminal and site sales data.  The Bar Graph 
can show hourly totals, progressive totals, 
top 10 products by quantity or by amount 
and top 10 customers.  
 
The Dashboard provides an effective way to 
monitor your sales through the day with the 
ability to print, save and email the reports. 
You can set the frequency with which the 
Dashboard information is updated and 
choose between 2D or 3D graphs. 
 

http://www.microsoft.com/sqlserver/2008/en/us/
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Major New Features 

SQL 2008 Express R2 Transactional Database 
 
Idealpos 6.0 consists of 2 SQL Databases and 2 Access Databases for 
its general operation. 
 
 

Database Name Database Type Stored Data 

IPS.MDB MS Access Sales Transaction Data 
Products and System Settings 

IPSTerminal.MDB MS Access POS Terminal Registration Details 

IPSTransaction.MDF SQL 2008 R2 Financial, Stock Transactions and Activity Data 
Products and System Settings 

IPSTerminal.MDF SQL 2008 R2 IPS Client Communication Data 

 
Below are the results after a version 5.5 database has been converted to 6.0. The size was originally 508MB. The 
same information stored in version 6.0 used 413MB with the 508MB Access database reduced to 227MB and the 
SQL database size at 186MB. Idealpos 6.0 stores SQL data far more efficiently than Access, so it is possible to store 
much more data before you are required to clear or archive your data. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Microsoft .NET 4.0 Framework 
 
The .NET Framework consists of a Common Language Runtime, Base Class Libraries and Development Framework, 
and technologies for applications developed using various Microsoft programming languages. Idealpos 6.0 is 
developed using a combination of Visual Basic 6.0 and VB.NET. By incorporating the latest Microsoft .NET 4.0 
Framework into our Framework Installer, we have been able to develop extra features using the new tools available 
from Microsoft.  
 
 
 

IPS 5.5 Database Size – 508MB 
All Transaction data is stored in MS 
Access DB. 

IPS 6.0 Database Size – 413MB 
Transaction Data is stored in MS 
Access and SQL. 
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Dashboard  
The Dashboard can be enabled on the back-office computers to show sales information as it occurs.  

 
The Dashboard will refresh every 300 seconds by default. However, you can speed this up depending on how often 
you would like the screen to be updated. The Dashboard can also be updated by pressing the Dashboard logo or 
word in the Dashboard title bar. 
 

 
 
The Dashboard ‘Global Options’ also allows you to enable Animation. The Pie Graph can be rotated and there is an 
option to enable the slicing movement which separates the slices of the pie graph into individual pieces.  
  



Page 6 Revision 20100921 

Dashboard Options 
Once you have selected the type of Dashboard graphs you wish to view, your Dashboard settings will be 
automatically saved for the next time you start the software.  
 
The Top Graph options are through the ‘Department’ heading: 
 
Departments 
Tenders 
Locations 
Clerks 
POS 
Terminals 
Sites 
 
 
The bottom graph options are 
through the ‘Progressive’ 
heading: 
 
Hourly Sales (Bar Graph) 
Hourly Sales - Progressive 
Sales Top 10 by Quantity 
Sales Top 10 by Amount 
 
 
 
The Top 10 by Amount is shown in this example. 
 

Dashboard POS Terminal and User Options 
 
The Dashboard can be enabled/disabled at any POS Terminal through Yes/No Options: 

 
The Dashboard can be enabled/disabled by the User: 
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Shortcut Bar 
Located on the left hand side of the Back Office computer screen, the Shortcut Bar allows each User to create 
shortcuts to access the most commonly used parts of the software and their favourite reports. 
 

 
 

Adding a Shortcut 
 
Most of the Screens in the Back Office computer can be saved to the Shortcut Bar. Look for the circular S button next 
to the X at the top right hand corner of the window. Press this button to Save this menu option to the Shortcut Bar. 

 
A message box will appear to confirm the shortcut has been saved. 
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Shortcut Bar Reports 
Reports can be saved to the Shortcut Bar and loaded in place of the Dashboard.  
 

 

 
Adding a Shortcut for a Report 
 
To create a Shortcut for a Report, choose a report to view on screen, ensuring you have made your selections for the 
grouping options and selection ranges, and then press ‘View’. Once the report is shown on the screen, press the 
circular S button to create a shortcut for the report. 
 
Type in the Shortcut name and press Save. 
 

  
  



Page 9 Revision 20100921 

Flash Reports 
Reports that  print to the receipt printer can now be displayed on the screen and printed as necessary. There is a 
new option called ‘Docket Reports display on screen’ to enable this feature for all or selected POS Terminals.  

 
Once this option is set, the following reports will be displayed on the screen: 
 
Banking Report 
Department Sales Report 
Stock Item Sales Report 
Bar Tab Report 
Table Summary Report 
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Messaging between POS Terminals 
Idealpos 6.0 has the ability to send predefined or manually typed 
messages to other POS terminals on the network. You can either 
program the button to send the message to a particular range of POS 
terminals or you can choose which terminals to send the message to 
as you type the message. 
 

Message Buttons Settings 
 
You can create as many Send Message buttons as required, and can program a default message and POS range. By 
leaving the message details blank, the keyboard will appear so you can type a message when the button is pressed. If 
the POS Range is left blank, the message will send to all terminals. 

 

Sending a Message 
 
To send a message, simply press the ‘message’ button. A message box will appear to confirm your message has been 
sent. 

 
On the receiving terminal, the incoming message will appear over the top of any screen that is currently open in POS. 
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Sending a Message from the Back Office Computer 
Messages can also be sent from the Back Office computers to selected or all POS Terminals on the network. 
 
You can access this option through the Utilities Menu or through a Shortcut created in the Shortcut Bar. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Type your message 
 
Type you message and select which terminals to send the message to. 

 
Message entries are recorded in the Activity Log. 
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Expanded Activity Log 
The Activity Log can be expanded to run in a separate window when the Idealpos software is running. To expand the 
Activity Log, right mouse click on the Activity Log shortcut and select ‘Expand Activity Log’. A new window will appear 
on the far right of your desktop to display the Activity Log.  

 
You can open up to 10 Activity Log windows at any one time. This allows you to create separate windows to filter 
data from each terminal. All transactions can be displayed, or you can view the voided transactions only. 

 

Auto Expand Activity Window 
 
In POS Terminal Options, there is a setting to Auto Expand the Activity Window. The Activity Windows will be 
restored each time the Idealpos software is started. 
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Receive Items in Stock Purchases 
 
A new function has been added to Idealpos 6.0 to allow Stock Purchases to be added to current stock levels without 
fully Processing the Stock Purchase. This option was added for businesses that often receive stock without a Supplier 
Invoice, but would like to update their stock levels as the goods arrive, often upon receipt of a delivery docket. 
 
It is now possible to update stock levels and commit new purchases to stock, and then process the invoice once it 
arrives from the Supplier. Once the supplier invoice is received, the stock purchase can be fully processed with the 
accurate cost price and invoice information recorded. 
 

Receive Items into Stock 
 
To receive items into stock without fully processing the stock purchase, either select the purchase order and press 
‘Items Only’, or enter a new stock purchase and then press the items only button at the bottom of the stock 
purchases screen.   
 

 
 
Adjust the Delivered quantity if necessary and press Commit. You can save your data entry and come back to it later 
if necessary. 
 
Once the items have been committed to stock, the stock levels and stock transaction history will be updated. 
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Idealpos 6.0 Minor Features 

Inhibit Discounts by Stock Item 
You can prevent a Stock Item from being discounted by ticking the ‘Inhibit Discount’ option.  
 

 
 
In the sale below, the Cappuccino has been set to Inhibit Discounts. The sale has a 10% Subtotal applied, and the 
Cappuccino has been excluded. 
 

 
 
If you attempt to perform an Item Discount, the following message will appear: 
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The Inhibit Discount function will Inhibit the following discounts: 
 

1. Subtotal Discounts (%)  
a. Normal  
b. Sales Category 
c. Department 

 
2. Item Discounts ($ & %) 

 
3. Item Surcharge (%+ Item Button) 

 
4. Customer Auto Discounts 

 
5. Customer Type Auto Discounts 

 
6. Promotions (All) 

 
The Automatic Surcharge & Subtotal Surcharge will still apply a surcharge. 
 

Customer Type Discount 
There is an option to set a percentage discount on a Customer Type. All customers linked to this customer type will 
inherit the discount value providing they do not have an automatic discount set. 
 

 
 
The discount will be applied automatically when the customer is logged onto the sale. 
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Customer Type Discounts Only on Points Redemption 
 
There is an option to only allow customer type discounts on point redemptions.  
 

 
 

 
 

Global Options & Yes/No Options by Site 
If you are using Sites, you can now configure Global Options and Yes/No Options for all  your Sites instead of having 
to be at a physical POS terminals that is linked to the Site you wish to change. This allows you to change these 
options for multiple sites much more easily. 
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Display Company Name on POS Screen 
An option has been added to Display the Company Name on the POS Screen instead of the Customer Name. 
 

 
 

 
 
This option applies to all customers, however if Company Name is left blank, it will display the Customer Name 
instead. 
 

 
 

Activity Log shows Details of Deleted Items 
If items are deleted from a Table, the details of the item and the amount are now recorded in the Activity Log. 
 
Below is the entries added to the Activity Log for 2 deleted items: 
 

 
 
When you click on one of the lines, you will see the details of the item: 
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Promotion Tickets can Attach Instructions 
An option has been added to allow Promotion Tickets to attach Instruction items to the Promotion Ticket. This can 
be used to add additional information about the Promotion. 
 

 
 
Below is a sample of what the Promotion Ticket would look like with Attach Instructions enabled: 
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Open Stock Item shows Keyboard 
If you create a stock item with a description of ‘Open Stock Item’, the item when sold will show a keyboard after the 
amount has been sold. This feature is useful where the operator is required to type the description of the item as the 
item is sold. 
 
This function will also work in conjunction with the ‘Force Selling Price Entry’ option, so the price is entered first, 
followed by the description. 
 
To use this function in the demo database, press the Open Item button.  
 

 
 
Enter the selling price. 
 

 
 
Enter a Description. If left blank, POS will make the description read ‘Open Stock Item’. 
 

 
 
The open stock item will show the price and description entered. 
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Nitro 2-way Integrated NZ EFTPOS 
Support for Skyzer Nitro integrated Eftpos (New Zealand) has recently been added to the list of Integrated EFTPOS 
Solutions. 
 
Based on Australia’s most dominant payment solution, and now with over 75,000 lanes installed (across various POS 
Software packages), Nitro is an enterprise grade payment system that runs in 20,000 lane supermarket chains, and 
can even be installed in single lane sites. 
 

 
 
 
 


